Preserving Access to Protected Health Care Services
HB 1072. Sponsors: Walen, Leavitt, Reeves, Berg, Ryu, Ramel, Reed, Callan, Goodman, Pollet, Nance, Ormsby, Lekanoff, Hill
ASK: Give this bill a hearing. 
Brief Summary
Safeguards access to reproductive health, end-of-life care, and gender-affirming care during health care business transactions.
· Requires Department of Health approval for transactions impacting protected services. Allows approval with conditions or denial based on service access.
· Mandates public hearings, biennial reporting, and integration into statewide health strategy.
· Attorney General can enjoin transactions that violate approval conditions.
Appropriation requested. $2.2 million over the 2-year budget period
Current status: No hearing in 2025. No hearing scheduled yet for 2026. An alternative bill, HB 2548, has received a reading in the Civil Rights and Judiciary Committee. That bill does not include the specific inclusive language of HB 1072 and makes the Attorney General rather than the Department of Health the implementing agency. 
HB 1072 Has strong support from health equity and LGBTQ+ groups. 
Pros (Supporters’ Perspective): Safeguards access to critical health services; Regulatory oversight increases transparency; mandates hearings that increase public accountability; provides for integration into state health strategy, promoting long-term equity goals. 
Cons (Opponents’ perspective): Detailed applications and lengthy reviews could delay beneficial mergers and expansions; potential higher costs for state implementation, funds should go to patient care; oversight may discourage investment or consolidation that could improve efficiency and lower costs in the system; could lead to litigation and uncertainty


Based in part on a summary by Microsoft Copilot. 
