Judicial Discretion Act
_______________________________________________________________________
House Bill 1125.  Sponsors: Representatives Hill, Simmons, Obras, Scott, Stearns, Ryu, Taylor, Peterson, Reeves, Tharinger, Fey, Morgan, Alvarado, Macri, Ormsby, Stonier, Doglio, Berg, Fosse, Reed, Berry, Duerr, Kloba, Goodman, Farivar, Street, Donaghy, Pollet, Bernbaum, Nance, Ortiz-Self, Ramel, Mena, Gregerson, Wylie, Salahuddin 
Senate Bill 5269. Senators Frame, Lovick, Valdez, Wellman, Hasegawa, Trudeau, Saldaña, Nobles, Wilson, C.
Note: The House bill is the primary vehicle for this bill.
Brief Summary of Bill:
· This bill is about re-sentencing.  It permits certain incarcerated persons serving time for a felony to petition the original sentencing court for a modification of the sentence in the interest of justice.
· Authorization to petition would depend on age at the time of the offense and a sufficient number of years already served in prison.  
· In granting a reduction in the sentence, judges could use the disciplinary and rehabilitative record of the individual, that person’s risk for future violence, and the impact of a sentence reduction on victims.
· This bill would potentially benefit hundreds of incarcerated persons. 
· The bill requires establishment of a fund for certain affected victims, the offering of related victim advocacy services, and training for victim advocates. 
Fiscal appropriation requested: at least a million every two years.
Note: HB 1125 is currently in House Appropriations Committee (the bill passed this committee last year, but must pass it again.)  Its companion bill, SB 5269, is in the Senate Law and Justice Committee. 
PRO: Provides opportunities for careful review of cases where incarcerated persons have shown convincing rehabilitation but are serving lengthy sentences from a more punitive era.  
CON: Reducing sentences retraumatizes victims and their families.  Focusing on past harms in an already overburdened system is irresponsible; use the clemency and pardons system instead.  Compiling disciplinary records and records of rehabilitation should not be placed on the Dept. of Corrections.
