Unstacking Sentencing Enhancements
_______________________________________________________________________
House Bill 1178.  Sponsors: Representatives Goodman, Hackney, Simmons, Peterson 
Brief Summary of Bill:
· Enhancements to base sentences can add many years in prison, generating excessive time in prison and pronounced racial inequity.  
· Enhancements are now mandatory, but HB 1178 would permit judicial discretion concerning the stacking of most enhancements, so that they could be served concurrently rather than consecutively.
· For example, if a firearm is used by the person or an accomplice at the time of the offense, an additional three years is imposed for any class B felony.  If there are four such counts, current law would add twelve years to the sentence.  HB 1178 would allow the judge to add only three years, i.e., the four enhancements would be served concurrently.
· The bill is not retroactive.  
No significant appropriation.
Note: Currently in House Rules Committee, this bill needs to be brought to the House floor for a vote in the full House.  Much of that decision depends on Speaker of the House Jinkins and other House leaders, such as the Majority Leader Fitzgibbon.  Last year the bill was subjected to many amendments.
PRO: In 2018 the Sentencing Guidelines Commission unanimously recommended the elimination of mandatory stacking of enhancements.  The bill addresses both judicial discretion and racial disparities.
CON: Sentencing enhancements are about protecting society. Good time or partial confinement should not be allowed for reducing firearms enhancements. There should be guardrails to make sure that multiple firearms enhancements remain mandatory when there are multiple victims. 
