Resentencing without Juvenile Offenses (the “Juvenile Points Bill”)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
House Bill 1274.  Sponsors: Representatives Stearns, Hackney, Doglio, Ramel, Reed, Ormsby, Parshley, Pollet, Macri, Simmons, Hill.  
Senate Bill 5715.  Senators Kauffman, Frame, Hasegawa, Nobles, Trudeau, Valdez, Wilson, C.  
Note: The House bill is the principal vehicle for this bill.
Brief Summary of Bill:
· A law passed several years ago specifies that in the future, certain specified previous convictions as a juvenile would not be counted in determining the length of a sentence for a crime committed as an adult.
· HB 1274 would make that law retroactive, i.e., sentences would be recalculated for persons already incarcerated when that law was passed.
Fiscal appropriation requested: about $3 million over four years.
Note: Currently HB 1274 is in House Appropriations Committee; it passed this committee last year, but must pass again.  Its companion bill, SB 5715, is in the Senate Law and Justice Committee.
PRO: The main principle of this bill – that specified convictions as a juvenile should not be counted in determining the length of sentences in the future – has already being enacted into law.  It is only fair that it also apply to persons now in prison.
This bill would help address the historic racial disproportionalities caused by the previous offender scoring system.
700 to 850 people could be eligible, and on average their sentences would be reduced by about 107 months (the Office of Public Defense).  The workload would be spread over several years.  In the end, the shortening of sentences would save millions of dollars.
CON: Resentencing breaks promises to victims and families.  Juvenile points only count when an individual is later convicted of felonies as an adult.  Court time should not be consumed with resentencing.
