Concerning recycling and waste reduction aka “The Bottle Bill”
Senate Bill 5502 Sponsors: Robinson, Shewmake, Hasegawa, Saldaña

House Bill 1607 Sponsors: Stonier, Waters, Fitzgibbon, Peterson, Ramel, Parshley, Reed, Reeves, Kloba, Duerr, Zahn, Fosse

Brief Summary of Bill
· Requires beverage brands to form a producer responsibility organization (PRO) to fund and implement a 10-cent refund redemption program for beverage containers.
· Consumers would pay a 10-cent deposit on most beverage containers and be refunded that when they bring their containers to be recycled or reused.
· Drop-off locations would be located throughout the state, including places that offer immediate refunds, in addition to stores in local communities that choose to participate in the program.
· The PRO must achieve a 65% redemption rate by Year 3 and 80% by Year 6 and achieve a reuse rate (specific rate TBD in plan) in Year 5 that increases annually.
Status 
5502 In Senate Rules
1607 Public Hearing in Appropriations January 21
Pros and Cons
Pros
· The bill has the potential to reduce litter and increase recycling rates.
· The refund system is convenient and easy to use. 
Cons
· Costs of beverages may increase so consumers may see this as a tax. Response: Yes, the cost may increase, but getting the deposit back will be easy at full-service redemption sites or at express redemption sites using a reverse vending machine or by dropping off a bag of containers. 
· Some think the existing system works well, so we don't need a bottle refund. Response: We do have a problem. Beverage containers (metal, glass and plastic) are among the top items found in beach and open space cleanups. In a 2022 study, the department of Ecology found 42 lbs. of beverage containers per mile along our highways. Only about 30% of beverage containers are currently recycled and, with our co-mingled recycling system, glass containers get crushed and their shards contaminate all of the rest of the recyclables.
· People will get cash for refunds and may then conduct illegal activity near by. Response:  At 10 cents per container, 100 containers would generate $10.  That's a lot of containers for a relatively small amount of money.  Does it seem realistic that a person would carry 100 containers around for $10 worth of illegality?
