Improving reliability and capacity of the electric transmission system in Washington state.


Senate Bill 5466
Sponsors: Shewmake, Slatter, Conway, Nobles, and Saldaña

House Bill 1673 
Sponsors: Ramel, Doglio, Berry, Reed, Ormsby and Parshley

Brief Summary of Bill
· An outdated electrical grid threatens our state’s goal of eliminating carbon emissions in energy generation. 
· This bill removes barriers to a decarbonized energy future by establishing a state transmission authority office to identify urgent needs in the system and collaborate with counties, Tribal governments and industry with permitting and financing new projects.
Status 
5566 In 2026, heard in Senate EE&T on Jan 21
1673 Introduced in House for 2026 and started out in Appropriations
Funds needed: $2.7 million over 2025-27 in the Senate version
Pros and Cons
Pros
· The bill will allow the upgrade of the electrical grid to include renewable energy.
· County, Tribal, and industry stakeholders are all involved in planning. 
Cons
· The fiscal note of $2.7 million in the Senate version (even more in the House)
· Some are concerned that additional guardrails are needed to protect Tribal lands and cultural assets. 



