Learning State and Tribal History  

Senate Bill 5570. Sponsors: Senators Kauffman, Wellman, Hasegawa, Nobels, Riccelli, Stanford, Valdez, and C. Wilson 
House Bill 1894. Representatives Lekanoff, Stearns, Doglio, Parshley, Santos, Ramel, Hill, and Pollet. 

ASK: For Senators – ask Ways & Means to move the bill onwards. For all – vote for this bill when it comes to your committee or on your chamber floor. 

Brief Summary of Bill (from Senate version)
· Requires school districts to incorporate curricula about the nearest federally recognized Indian tribe or tribes into their social studies curricula no later than September 1, 2026.
· Directs the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to assist school districts in identifying federally recognized Indian tribes whose reservations or traditional lands are in or near the district and to collaborate with tribes that may have unique consultation challenges.
· Directs OSPI to report to the Legislature concerning compensation for tribal expertise, consultation, or collaboration by September 1, 2026. 

Current status: Referred to Senate Ways and Means, January 12, 2026
Has been retained in the House in the Education Committee and will return there after the Senate acts. Had hearings in both Senate and House in 2025. 

Fiscal Note: $283,000 for 2025-27

PROS (some points from testimony in favor of the bill): 
· The John McCoy Since Time Immemorial Curriculum (STI curriculum) is required in the school system.  This is to benefit children and learn state and tribal history. 
· The STI curriculum is essential for our schools, and is an educational cornerstone, but it is not consistently implemented.  Expanding the STI curriculum is necessary—it should not be optional.  
· Data for assessing the implementation of the STI curriculum is missing.  Asking tribal leadership to consult without compensation is inappropriate.  
· It is important to know the history of our area and this work is transformational for the heart. People need to think of native people and their history in the present tense.

CONS (arguments from those opposed): Local school boards know better than the Legislature what is needed. Schools can already use the appropriate curriculum. It is not necessary to focus on one race, all cultures are equally important.  Schools should concentrate on math and reading.
