Concerning the use of face coverings by law enforcement officers.
House Bill 2173. Representatives Cortes, Reed, Salahuddin, Parshley, Tharinger, Hall, Fosse, Ryu, Callan, Mena, Kloba, Ramel, Simmons, Scott, Stearns, Peterson, Berry and Pollet.
Senate Bill 5855. Sponsors: Senators Valdez, Chapman, Lovick, Trudeau, Wellman, Slatter, Bateman, Frame, Cortes, Saldaña, Robinson, Stanford, Kauffman, Cleveland, Nobles, Lovelett, Orwall, Hasegawa, Pedersen, Riccelli, Shewmake, Alvarado, Wilson, C. and Hunt
Brief Summary of Bill (from Senate version)
· Prohibits local, state, and federal law enforcement officers from wearing masks while interacting with the public, with certain exceptions. 
· Allows a person detained by an unlawfully masked local or state officer to sue that officer in their official capacity
Fiscal note: $3500 in 2025-27 for increased judicial costs associated with possible new court filings
Senate history: Heard by Senate Law & Justice January 13; passed on Jan 21. Now in Senate Rules. 
House history: Heard by House Community Safety January 13; scheduled for executive action January 22 but no action taken.
PROS (supporters’ arguments): strengthens public trust through transparency and accountability; knowing who is exercising government power is a fundamental right; helps immigrant communities feel safer and reduces fear during enforcement actions; creates civil remedies for violations of the ban. 
CONS (opponents’ arguments): exposes officers to retaliation, given recent assaults and death threats against ICE agents; too rigid, not practical; states cannot regulate federal agents under the Supremacy Clause; allowing lawsuits even when no excessive force occurs could increase municipal exposure to litigation and costs
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