Expand Income Eligibility for Medicaid
Senate Bill 5946: Sponsors: Hasegawa, Bateman, Chapman, Chapman, Lovelett, Nobles, Orwall, Wilson.C

ASK: Give this bill a hearing

Brief Summary
The bill requires that by July 1, 2027, the health care authority will submit a state plan amendment to the federal centers for Medicare and Medicaid services to increase eligibility for medical assistance programs to 300% of federal poverty limit (from 138% currently).
Current Status: no hearing scheduled
Fiscal Note: not available
Additional Information 

See the short explainer video from WholeWashington.org:
A bill to allow more people to access Medicaid in #washingtonstate :SB 5946 #universalhealthcare

PROs: The expansion would reduce the uninsured rate and improve access to preventive and primary care. It would help address disparities by covering people who fall into the “coverage gap” (earning too much for Medicaid but too little to buy private insurance). It would help improve financial stability by reducing out of pocket costs for thousands of households. Broader coverage can lead to better population health outcomes and lower uncompensated care costs for hospitals. 

CONS: Expansion would significantly increase state Medicaid expenditure. Implementing the new eligibility rules may require system upgrades and additional staffing, adding to costs. The expansion relies on federal matching funds; changes in federal policy could create funding gaps. Private insurers are likely to object to reducing their market share. 




This summary is based in part on analysis through Microsoft Copilot. 
