Concerning the privacy of Washingtonians’ sex designation information

Senate Bill 6081
Sponsors: Pedersen, Liias, Bateman, Dhingra, Frame, Hasegawa, Nobles, Saldaña, Stanford, Valdez, Wilson, C.

ASK:   Vote for this bill in your committee and on the floor of your chamber

Brief Summary of Bill

This bill prohibits disclosure of Washingtonians’ sex designation information and historic sex designation changes in official government records without consent. This applies to information that the state of Washington shares with the federal government.

Department of Licensing records pertaining to a driver’s license or identification card that may reveal the person’s sex designation are exempt from public inspection. DOL cannot share a record of a person’s sex designation. Any records issued after a change to sex designation must contain only the current value and no indication that it has changed. Sex designation information is considered sensitive and must be excluded from driving records shared with other jurisdictions.

Information related to sex designation changes that are part of any state vital records is not subject to public inspection. With few exceptions, all vital records and supporting documentation maintained by the Department of Health are confidential and not subject to state or federal discovery, subpoenas, or other compulsory processes. DOH may deny a request for vital records data (like birth certificate) if it determines there’s a possibility of the data being used to cause or enable harm of the subject.

Status
Had a policy committee hearing on January 20.
Passed by the Committee on State Government, Tribal Affairs, and Elections on January 23. Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
Fiscal note has been requested but is not available yet. 

PRO (points from public testimony of those in favor of the bill): This is a really difficult time in our country for transgender people who feel persecuted and harassed, and we don't need as a state government to be contributing to that by making records in our possession with the Department of Health and Department of Licensing available to people who are trying to make their lives more difficult. The bill protects the privacy of people who are vulnerable and really feeling under attack these days. We need a law that addresses this gap in the disclosure process. 
CON: This makes the job of law enforcement unbelievably difficult and enables uncooperative behavior. This could create an unfair advantage for people looking to be deceptive for athletic advantage. Birth certificates and other records should reflect reality.
