HB 1982: Vacating convictions of treaty rights
Sponsors: Lekanoff, Parshley, Pollet
Currently: Was not brought to a floor vote in the House. 
Expands the circumstances where a person may apply to vacate certain convictions based on the person's exercise of treaty Indian rights, including those based on the exercise of treaty Indian hunting, gathering, or pasturing rights. Eliminating limitations based on the date of the underlying conviction and including convictions based on violations of public ordinances.
History:
In the 1960’s and 70s dozens of tribes worked together to bring light to the injustice of WA state not honoring treaty rights. This time of conflict was known as the “fish wars”. While tribal member fishing was legal according to the treaties they had signed with the U.S., it was illegal according to Washington State law. Washington State criminalized off-reservation fishing and officials arrested dozens of tribal fishers. This included children and young people who joined in the resistance movement, they were tear gassed, beaten with batons and imprisoned for fishing Puyallup River. A U.S. Attorney for western Washington, Pitkin took the first steps to file U.S. v. Washington on behalf of the tribes, which led to Judge Boldt’s 1974 ruling. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Boldt decision in 1979. These 60 tribal members still have convictions on their records and this bill aims to vacate these convictions.
Staff Summary of Public Testimony:
Pros: 
Treaty rights are foundational to Washington’s history and statehood, and the promises made must be honored. This bill moves beyond symbolic land acknowledgments to address past injustices by allowing people to vacate convictions that stemmed from the lawful exercise of their treaty rights.
Cons: None
No fiscal note

